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Going Green and Saving Green
MARYVILLE, Mo. – Going green and helping companies save money is on the mark for Matt and Sherry Gaarder when it comes to business. They have been able to combine the two when they opened the doors to their own business, Rapid Refill. 

The franchise is a provider of remanufactured ink jet and laser toner cartridges. They claim to save customers up to 50 percent of the cost of original manufactured cartridges. Rapid Refill suppliers are required to follow a minimum six step process to be sure their cartridges meet or exceed the quality of the original manufacturers’ cartridges. The cartridges come with a 100 percent satisfaction guarantee.

The Gaarders have always had the dream to become an entrepreneur, but needed to find the right fit for Maryville.

“I found information about the Rapid Refill franchise, looked into their business model and it seemed like a fit,” said Matt Gaarder, co-owner, Rapid Refill. “It has been a challenge balancing time between getting the store ready for opening day and family, but every step of the process has been a learning experience and fun to take part in.” 

Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation (NWMEF) helped the Gaarders through that year-long process, specifically financing. Gaarder admits they needed some direction on whom to talk to and what questions to ask. 


“It may have been possible to open the business without the help of NWMEF, but there is no way we would have been able to get to opening day as fast as we did if that assistance wasn’t available,” Gaarder said.  


NWMEF helps potential entrepreneurs understand what they need to become a business owner, whether it be understanding the product, financing or marketing of their idea, along with some positive encouragement along the way too.

“Not only was the information I received from the board valuable, but [facilitator] Annette Weeks did a tremendous job keeping me encouraged,” said Gaarder. “There were a lot of frustrating days, but it seemed like a phone call from her always got my mind off the frustration and on the goal.”


A Ribbon Cutting ceremony is planned with the Maryville Chamber of Commerce along with a certificate presentation by NWMEF for Friday, July 9 at 10:30 a.m. at Rapid Refill, 1111 S. Main in Maryville. The public is invited to attend. 
NWMEF is an economic development project trained by the Sirolli Institute which serves six counties including Andrew, Atchison, Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and Worth. Services are offered free and are strictly confidential. NWMEF is a not-for-profit organization. For more information about NWMEF, contact Annette Weeks, facilitator, at (816) 262-5158 or facilitator@nwmef.com. The Resource Board is comprised of more than 60 volunteer board members from each county as well as regional representation. A complete list of board members is enclosed.
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