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SAVANNAH, Mo. – An outlet to provide Christian items to customers locally was the basis behind Shannon Schuman’s desire to open a gift and book store. Schuman’s store, Heavenly Treasures, is now open on the square in Savannah. Besides Christian books, she also carries candles, soap, lotion, glassware, purses, quilts, knick knacks and jewelry. Keeping a wide variety of items in stock has not been the easiest aspect of being an entrepreneur.

“Trying to carry what you think everyone wants can be a challenge,” said Schuman, “however it brings me great joy in helping customers find the perfect gift or item.”


Schuman hopes to be able to expand her inventory as her business grows in the future. She hopes she can be a resource for all the churches in the region. She would like to be able to carry enough inventories on hand for all church celebrations and special occasions. One resource that she has used to start her own business is Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation (NWMEF). 


“NWMEF has helped in every aspect of getting my business going and has continued to show support since the doors have opened,” Schuman said. “If anyone is considering becoming a small business owner, my words of wisdom to share is to call NWMEF for help.”


The Grand Opening for Heavenly Treasures, 420 Court Street, will be January 20-22, 2011. NWMEF will have a ribbon cutting and certificate presentation at 11 a.m. on Thursday, January 20. The public is invited to attend. 
NWMEF is an economic development project trained by the Sirolli Institute which serves six counties including Andrew, Atchison, Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and Worth. Services are offered free and are strictly confidential. NWMEF is a not-for-profit organization. For more information about NWMEF, contact Annette Weeks, facilitator, at (816) 262-5158 or facilitator@nwmef.com. The Resource Board is comprised of more than 70 volunteer board members from each county as well as regional representation. A complete list of board members is enclosed.
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